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GrREEN-BACKER TO POPULIST

1888-1892

THE immediate cause of General Weaver's
defeat for reelection in 1888 was the late
adjournment of Congress in that year. It was
late in October before the session closed; and
since Weaver remained in attendance until
almost the end of September, he had only a few
weeks for his campaign. Furthermore, special
efforts were made by the Eepublicans to accom-
plish his defeat: his three elections from the
same district made the Eepublicans especially
anxious to dislodge him. Major John F. Lacey
was drafted for the purpose of making the con-
test, which it was felt "was desperate indeed."
There was also believed to be in the district
a "secret oath bound organization ....
under the personal supervision and manage-
ment of one A. F. Mitchell, who carried with
him autograph letters from Q-en. Harrison com-
mending Mitchell's plan of work, and urging
the Eepublicans to adopt it." This organiza-
tion had been at work in Weaver's home county
for more than a month before his return.
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